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Presidents M essage

by Barbara Marcus W hen my daughter Jillian

was 4 years old we were
deciding where to go for dinner one night. Her
vote was to go to thetemple. From an early age
she associated the temple with food and
friendship. Just asimportant are our family
traditions and holiday celebrations centered
around festive meals shared with family and
friends. She and her husband Ari now host their
own holiday meals and have begun to establish
their own traditions.

W hether at home or in the synagogue food
continuesto be central to many of our
gatherings. Latkes at Hanukkah, Hamentashen
at Purim, Matzoh ball soup at Passover, Brisket,
and Kugel ....... W e try to duplicate those tastes
and smells from our childhood while adding our
own unique modern twist to the celebration.

W e have the opportunity here at Congregation
Sha'aray Shalom to establish our own food
memories. W e have an opportunity every week
to share food and friendship with our
community. After services each Friday night the
Onegisa place to relax and connect and share
the peace of Shabbat. The temple also provides
you an opportunity every week to enjoy a meal
with friends and family- the Kiddush luncheon
following Saturday morning services. All you
have to do iscometo services. Whilethemeal is
simple the chance to connect with othersisreal.
W e all share the responsibility for providing

these opportunities to connect when we
contribute food to the Oneg. Renee Rudolph,
Linda Hill and Lisa Veldran coordinate the
scheduling and reminders for our community.
The strength of our community is enhanced with
these opportunitiesto gather. It isimportant to
all of usto honor our commitment and
obligation to the Onegs.

On Monday evenings our confirmation students
gather for dinner before studying together. Itisa
time for them to connect, bond and sharea
meal. Kabbalat Shabbat dinners, prior to
Shabbat services, allow families to reach out to
one another. The sisterhood sponsored breakfast
on thefirst Sunday of religious school isatime
for parentsto reconnect after summer. Join us
on Mitzvah day for a family picnic.

Sisterhood is collecting the stories and recipes
that make up our traditionsinto a published
cookbook. Profits from the sale of these books
will directly support youth scholarships, helping
our students attend summer camp, NFTY trips
to Israel or the confirmation trip each winter.
Please send your recipes and storiesto Ali
Trager by February 15th. .

In thisworld of “fast food” these are timeswhen
we can slow down, take a breath, share a story,
or meet a friend. Help us keep these traditions
alive and create your own set of memories.
Share Shabbat at Congregation Sha’aray
Shalom.
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% Sunday, January 31 at 4:00pm —
Israeli Movie w/ critic Amy Kronish

% Friday, February 12 at 7:30pm —
Service Honoring NFTY, HKTY, &
Camp Attendees

% Saturday, February 13 at 10:30am —
Service Honoring | | to 24 year
Milestones

% Sunday, February 21, at 4:00pm —
Congregation Sha’aray Shalom Israeli
Film Festival Continues with Broken
Wings (Knafayim Shvurot) directed
by Nir Bergman

% Thursday, February 25 from 3 to
6:00pm — A Visit By Sofer-On-Site,
Rabbi Moshe Druin

% Friday, February 26 at 6:00pm —
Queen Esthers Feast followed by
Shabbat/Purim Megillah, "Grease"

% Sunday, February 28 at 10:30am —
Megillah Reading followed by Purim
Carnival

¥ Friday, March 5 — Shabbat Across
America, 6:30pm dinner followed by
Shabbat evening services

Watch your mail for further details
on all upcoming events.

Shabbat Across America~ Fri., March5 &
6:30pm ~ Dinner / 7:30pm ~ Services
Please invite a friend and join us for Dinner and Shabbat Service — This is a great opportunity to
introduce someone new to our growing community. For more information please contact Grace

Strake: grstrake@comcast.net

RSVP to the temple office: 781/749-8103
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